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What is it?
The lazy susan is a round, usually wooden, object 
which can spin. They are generally placed in the 
middle of a table and used to make passing different 
dishes between different people easier. 
Who invented it?
No one really knows. There are several theories, but 
they are all very different and none of them have 
been confirmed to be true. In America, the lazy 
susan’s invention is credited to the Oneida 
Community, a utopianist religious group. The device 
was used in their practice of communism in order to 
make food equally available to all people during 
meals. An American patent was later issued to 
Elizabeth for creating a smoother table which didn’t 
allow for breadcrumbs to fall between the table and 
the lazy susan. The origin of the name is unknown.



Why was it invented?
The lazy susan’s original purpose was to make passing dishes around the dinner 
table easier and more convenient. It essentially allows you to pass yourself 
anything from anywhere on the table. The lazy susan has also been used for 
several other purposes such as cake decoration and rotating shelves.

What was the design process?
The origin of the lazy susan is unknown. This means that there is no information 
about the design process or challenges the inventor faced as there is no 
documentation. There are several theories about where the lazy susan came from 
but no one knows for sure.



Construction
The lazy susan consists of a 
bottom stationary piece which 
holds several balls and a 
piece which spins on top of 
the balls. Some lazy susans 
are constructed with a shaft 
and bearings instead of balls. 
In this case, the stationary 
piece is the shaft instead of a 
second round plate. They are 
generally made of wood or 
plastic. 



Conclusion
The origins of the lazy susan are fairly unknown, but is 
definitely the only real solution to the issue it addresses. 
Today it is usually seen in but not limited to restaurants 
which specialize in chinese cuisine, especially dim sum. 
Chinese cuisine generally consists of many different 
dishes shared between the entire table making the lazy 
susan very useful. It generally isn’t as useful in most 
other types of restaurants as each person usually has 
their own entre and there isn’t much passing of dishes 
during the meal. I don’t really think that there is anything 
that can be done to improve the design as it is very 
simple and works very well as it is. 
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